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Dear RCS Families,      April 2020 

 Hello, my April letter interrupts media coverage of COVID-19. Admittedly, the 

barrage of news awfulizes the pandemic and offers little hope. The grim reality of 

suffering and deep sorrow means it is only Friday. 

Everyone feels and understands Friday. But that is Friday, 

Sunday is coming. April 12, resurrection Sunday, bursts 

forth with good news and true hope for every person on 

the planet. The apostle Paul captures our glorious reality in the following passage. 

“And regarding the question, friends, that has come up about what happens to those 
already dead and buried, we don’t want you in the dark any longer. First off, you must 
not carry on over them like people who have nothing to look forward to, as if the grave 
were the last word. Since Jesus died and broke loose from the grave, God will most 
certainly bring back to life those who died in Jesus.” 1Thes. 4:13, 14. MSG 

Standing on a bedrock about 2000 years deep, the triumphant proclamation 

about our Lord remains unshakable. Perhaps S.M. Lockridge’s, It’s 

Friday, but Sunday’s Coming snippet is worth revisiting. Lockridge, a 

prominent pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in San Diego inspired 

countless individuals for God’s kingdom. His best-known message, the 

poetic rhythms describing Jesus Christ, is known as "That's my King!" 

During difficult and disruptive seasons, God often enables us to evaluate our 

priorities. The familiar questions I’ve wrestled with include: What is most important? 

Am I spending my brief time on earth wisely? Do I direct my energy and resources 

toward God’s kingdom and eternal things? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbHFuBYKtdk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oCuRKE707MM
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The pandemic, mandatory-school closure, and Stay-at-Home order interrupt our regular 

flow long enough to ponder these questions. Being deliberate is one of my takeaways. 

Therefore, I want to acknowledge and publicly thank RCS families, staff, students, and 

the Board of Directors.  

 Our RCS families modeled patience, understanding, and support during the 

pivot to an on-line delivery model. I know there were hiccups. I know there is room to 

improve. However, the majority of feedback 

from parents remains very positive. Teachers, 

thank you for your leap of faith into digital 

learning. Ensuring students’ learning and the 

relationships continue is so important. Your efforts are commendable given a nearly 

impossible turnaround timeframe. Students, thank you for continuing your flexibility and 

idea sharing. Being separated from friends is something the staff is working to address. 

Over the next few weeks, using digital tools to bring the entire school together is 

planned. The emotional and spiritual needs of 

students likely grow the longer the Stay-at-

Home order remains in place. I also want to 

thank Michael and Matthew Ahlen, our tech 

duo. The Ahlen team deserve gold stars for 

addressing dozens of questions and concerns 

to make on-line learning a reality.  
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Lastly, I want to thank our Board for their 

support during an unprecedented time. Their big 

hearts for RCS, and learning stance to navigate 

within the digital space are deeply appreciated. 

The photos embedded into the last two pages 

features RCS students learning online. 

While the learning continues, the Stay-at-Home order resulted in a 100% loss of 

students in our Before and After School Care, BASC, program. Thanks to Kery Wong, 

our student admission’s specialist, all the BASC/Preschool refunds and credits were 

processed this week. With the sudden loss in revenue, the building principals and I 

agreed to a pay cut or donation to keep our hourly staff members employed for as long 

as possible. I want to publicly thank them for their sacrifice and generosity. 

Many families are financially impacted by the Stay-at-Home order. Kery is the 

right point of contact to request a change in payment plans or discuss other options. 

Communicating with her allows us to know how we can help during a very challenging 

time. Kery.wong@rainierchristian.org 

There is not an easy transition to go from financial challenges to our signature 

fundraiser, the annual auction. With the social-distancing rule now enforced through 

April 30, finding a solution required new thinking and adjustments. As a reminder: 

• The silent auction on April 24 at Black Diamond Camps is cancelled.
• The live auction is rescheduled for October 24, 2020 at the Fairwood Country Club.
• Our online, mobile-bidding auction runs from April 24, 8:00am – April 25, 8:00pm.
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We’re very excited to give the mobile platform a go. Sarah Rickel, our auction 

coordinator, contacted other organizations and reported back with very positive 

testimonies and excellent results. Setting up mobile bidding requires a few steps. So, 

please click here to view the initial details and instructions about the Greater Giving 

platform.  

An online preview of auction items debuts on April 19, here. The Fund-a-Need, our 

springboard for lavish giving, is earmarked for teacher raises and textbooks this year. 

https://rainierchristianschools.ejoinme.org/MyEvents/2020Auction/tabid/1112676/Default.aspx
https://rcs2020.ggo.bid/bidding/package-browse
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Admittedly, we face stiff financial headwinds to close out our fiscal year. Your generous 

gift is especially important to our ministry personnel and programs.  

In closing, I am reminded of the 19th century American evangelist, D.L. Moody. 

Moody’s adage, “Prayer can do what God can do,” wakens us to intercession’s power. 

Over the next month, I ask our community to agree together over the following points of 

prayer: 

• Those dealing with loss ( a family member or friend, job, income,)

• Medical workers and first responders on the front lines

• Those dealing with loneliness ( nursing home, adult homes, work from home)

• All students, especially 12th grade students

• The call to persevere and endurance according to 2 Cor. 6:4

Your prayers, support and encouragement supply spiritual strength. From Ps. 18:2, 

“The Lord is my [rock and my fortress and my deliverer, My God, my rock, in whom I take 

refuge; My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.” That’s a solid promise 

to help us to remember, “Sunday is coming!” 

My best, 

Bruce Kelly 
president, Rainier Christian Schools 




